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can make him truly great or truly happy.   How mean soever a person's
station or circumstances may be, the road to both is open to him;  and
there is not a servant or slave who ought not to be enkindled with a laudable
ambition of arriving at this greatness, which will set him on the same level
with the rich and the most powerful.    Nay, a servant's condition has
generally stronger incitements to holiness and fewer obstacles and tempta-
tions than most others.   But for this he must, in the first place, be faithful
to God and ardent in all practices of devotion.    Some allege want of time
to pray.    But their meals, their sleep, their diversions demonstrate that it
is not time, but zeal for the divine service, that is wanting.   What Christian
does not blush at his laziness in this duty when he calls to mind Epictetus's
lamp and Cleanthes's labour, who wrought and earned by night what might
maintain him in the study of philosophy by day ?   Prayer in such a station
ought not to trespass upon work, but who cannot, even at his work, raise
his mind to God in frequent ejaculations!   Also industry, faithfulness, with
the most scrupulous exactness, obedience, respect, esteem, and sincere love
which a servant owes to a master, with a care of their honour and interest,
are duties to God, whose will he does and whom he honours in proportion
to the diligence and ardour with which he acquits himself of them.   Justice,
charity, concord, and ready mutual assistance are virtues constantly to be
exercised toward fellow-servants, upon which depend the peace, happiness,
and good order of the whole family.    Patience, meekness, humility, at:d
charity must be called forth on all occasions, especially under reproofs and
injuries, which must always be received in silence, and with sweetness, kind-
ness, and a degree of gratitude when they carry any admonitions with them.
Perfect resignation to the will of God, and confidence in his infinite wisdom,
power, and goodness, must be joined  with  constant cheerfulness and
contentedness in a person's station, which brings servants much greater
advantages for happiness and removes them from dangers, hazards, and
disappointments, more than is generally considered.

The following feasts we celebrated on December 22 :

ST CYRIL and ST METHODIUS, Bishops in the ninth century; greatly revered in the East for
their heroic apostolate, and specially honoured in our own day on July 7, as the patrons of Moravia,
Bohemia ancl the other Slavonic countries : ST ISCHYRION, martyr, gloriously steadfast under pain.

DECEMBER 23

ST SERVULUS, CONFESSOR                           ;

(A.D. 590)

[From St Gregory, Horn. 15, in Evangel, and Dial. lib. iv. c. 14.]

IN tliis saint was exemplified what our divine Redeemer has taught us of
Lazarus, the poor man full of sores, who lay before the gate of the rich
man's house, Servulus was a beggar, and had been afflicted with the palsy